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CHAPTER II.

CONTAINING IN THE ORDER OF TIME THE OTHER
REMARKABLE THINGS THAT HAPPENED
DURING THIS YEAR.

IRST, I notice the dryness of the past Summer,
which has been very general [22] throughout
these Regions, so far as I can learn from Kébec

letters, and from Savages returning from distant
trading expeditions; everything was so dry and so
arid that at the least spark of fire the forests and
fields were at once in a blaze. Thus it happened
that many Savages, going about the country and not
being on their guard, had their Cabins and provisions
burned, as did also two of our men. But to speak
only of the Huron Country,—the drought was very
great, for from Easter until the middle of June there
was no rain at all, or very little. Nothing was grow-
ing, everything was dying, so that we apprehended
a serious famine, and rightly; for, the soil of the
Huron country and adjacent regions being sandy, if
three days pass without its being watered with rain
from Heaven, everything begins to fade and hang
its head. Filled with these apprehensions, the whole
Country was dreading a famine, especially as last
Spring three villages had been burned which, but
for this accident, might have served in case of neces-
sity as granaries to the whole Country. All were
crying for help, and imploring, according to their
custom, the help of the Sorcerers, or Arendiowane,



